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| Dr, Edwards a Common-Wealth-Man, and tets ip. the Depoling Doktrine: 


He Vindicates the Perfecution of the 


+ OF God's Calling the Gentiles. 


Charch by the Kirk in Scotland: 


The viii. and ix. of the Romans Explain’d as to Predeftination. 


is Loving ‘Jacob, and Hating. Efau. 
é § pt, Difpute about Faith and Works, 


7. The Jews not wholly Rejected. 


{ The whole Apply’d, and the Subject of Predeftination Concluded. 
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bimitry-man. “WO ~WAve you done with 
api H Dr. Edwards yet? 
| M. Some think you ftay 


‘op Long upon him. ae 

arth ) Rehen fal This onePaper more willDif- 
mifs him for this time. Inhis Union-Sermon, 
p 13. he fets up the Depofing Dottrine like 
any Tutchin or De Foe, and thews himfelf a 
Brave Common-Wealths-Man. But I have Dif- 
cours’d this matter fo fully over with them, 
that I refer the Doéfor to it. And if he 
has any thing Nem to fay upon that Subjeét, 
{ fhall be glad to hear it. 

(2.) He has Lifted himfelf in the Service 
of the Diffenters, and Lick’d up their Spittle, 
the Fouleft and molt Grofs Calamnies and Re- 
pefentations they have made of the Church, 
and of the Kirk, He faysin the 2d. or Par- 
titwlar Preface to his Veritas Redux, p.. 28. 
And as for the Cruelty and Barbarity which the 
Frifcopal Clergy feel now in Scotland, I would 
dire thefe Gentlemen for their own Credit not 
to talk of this, ti they are able to Difprove 
the Execrable and Horrid Inhumanity of that 
Party when they were uppermoft, that is, in the 
Reigns of K. Char. 2d, and K. Fames the 2d, 
which if they will Confider, they muft Vote the 
prefent Kirk to be very Merciful) and Tender- 
hearted. Thus the Doéfor, And when he can 
Produce any one Single Diffenter that Suffer’d 
in either of thefe Reigns, otherwife than for 
Treafory Rebellion, Murder, and according to 
theknown Laws of the Land, it will then be 
time for him to ask for a Di/proof. Let him 
look into Sir George Mackenzie his Vindication 
of the Reign of K, Char. 2d, And for the Reign 
of K. Jam. 2d, the Addreffes of the Scotch-Dif- 
femers fhew his Unparallel’d Afercy and Jn- 
dulgerce to them ; for which they Rewarded 
him, as the Englifh Diffenters have done. None 
Suffer’d in that Reign but for the Rebellion of 


of Monmouth, which Argile Headed in Scotland. 


And Dr. Edwards thinks it Execrable and 
Horrid Inbumanity, that any Man fhou’d be Pu- 
nift’'d for his Natural Right to Rebell! 1 give 
you this but as a Scatch of the Doéfor’s Pref- 
byterian Principles as to Government, and his 
Special Regard to the Epifcopal Church, and 
her prefent Sxfferings in Scotland, which he 
Calls very Mairciful and Tender-kearted on 
the Part of the Kirk! 


—_ a) 


(3-) But I now Return to my former Com 
troverfy with him, and before I take leave 
of him, I wou’d lay before him fomething 
which I think has led him and the Prede/tina- 
rians into all their miftakes. And that is 

That they have not duely weigh’d the 
Drift and Meaning of the -Apoftle’s Argument 
in the viii, and ix of the Romans. They 
bring him ia as if he were Difputing betwixt 
Luther and Calvin, the Remonjftranss, Anti-Re- 
monftrants, and our Novel Controverfies« 

sButthe Argument of the Apoftle was then 
with the Jews, and it was not about any 
Points of Predeftination. But the Cafe was 
this, The Jems being the Peculiar or Elec 
People of God whom He had Chofen out of 
all the Earth, they cou’d not believe that 
the Chriftians were to be taken into their 
Place, as the Ele& or Chofen People ef God, 
and they who were the Ancient Peculium or 
Flock fhou’d be Rejefted. And one Great 
Prejudice which lay in their way was the Suf+ 
fering State of Chriffianity at that time. They 
expected a Conquering Meffiah, who fhou’d 
make them Glorio#s in the World, and Reftore 
again the Kingdom to Ifrael. AQ. 1. 6. They 
refleted on their Conqueft of Canaan, and 
how “God gave them the Necks of their E- 
nemiess But the Chriftians were Poor and De- 
[pis’d and Perfecuted, therefore they cou’d not 
believe them to be the Ele People, who 





feem’d rather Forfaken of God, and Expos’d 
to the Fury of their Enemies. 

Agaiait this the Apoftle argues from a To- 
pick well known and Receiv’d by all the Sews, 
That God had Decreed to fend a Meffiah into 
the World. And thro’ all his Epiftles 
as well as this to the Romans, he proves from 
the Prophets that the firft State oft the Meffiah 
was to be a Suffering State, and that He was 
to Die for the Sins of the People, God ‘then 
having Decreed or Predeftinated ( {till fpeaking 
ad Captum) tofend a Suffering Meffiah, it was 
Confequential that His followers fhou’d be 
Sufferers too. And that they who Suffer’d 
with Him here, fhou’d Reign with Him here- 
after... This was the Faith and Hope of the 
Chripians. And God knew before hand (fill 
ad Captum) who thefe Followers of His Son 
fhou’d be, whom He had Determin’d to make 
| His Eleét or Pecutiar Péople. Thus fays the 


Apo- 
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Apoftle, Rom. vili. 29, 30. Whom he did fore 
know, be alfo did Predeftinar to be Conformed te 
the Image of bis Son(that is, both in his Saf- 
fering and Triumphant State) Moreever, whom 
he did Predeftinat, them be abo Call’; apd whom 
he Cal?d them he alfo Fuptify'd ; and whom he 
Fuftifyld, them he alfo Glorify’d. that is, to 
be his Peculiar or Ele People. Who then 
fall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Elett ? 
Or Object their Suffering State. 

(4) But then the main Difficulty was ftil! 
behind, and that which ftuck moft with the 
Sews, which was, why God wou’d Choofe the 
Gentiles and not the Sews to be His Elect or 
Peculiar People. Why the Jews fhou’d be 
Rejected in this Cafe, and the Gentiles fhou’d 
be Chofen or Elected? And to this the 4po- 
fileanfwers in the ix. Chap. That-they might 
as well ask, why God Chofe the Yews at firlt 
to be His Eleét or Peculiar People ? For which 
no Reafon is to be given but His good Will 
and Pleafure. ver. 15- J mill have Mercy on 
whom Iwill have Mercy. “And, in this Cafe, 
It is not of him tbat Willeth, nor of him that 
Ruaneth, but of God that fheweth Mercy.. And 
in: this Cafe of Choofipg one People rather 
than another, the C/ay muft not fay to the 
Potter, why do you not make me a Veffel unto 
this Honour as well as another ? 

(s.) In like manner they might ask, why 
God Chofe to bring the Adeffiah of the Pofte- 
rity.of Facob and not.of. Efau? .For.which no 
Reafon is to be given but.the Will of Ged, He 
might. bring the Adefiakh of what Family He 
pleas’d... And no other Family cou’d fay, they 
were, Jujur’d-berein, for none had aay; Right 
to. it. more than another. Thus the Apofilc 
argues ver. 11. For the Children.being not yet 
born, weither having. done any Good or Evil, that 
the purpafe of God according to Elettion might 
frand, uot of Works, but. of Flim that Calleth, it 
was faid,the Elder {hall ferve the Younger. Or 
the Greater fhall ferve the Leffer, as.our /ar- 
gin.reads.it. Now itis Plain, that this was 
not {poke of the two Perfons of Efan.and Fa. 
cob, for Efau the Elder was likewife the Grea. 
ter, and never did ferve Jacob. Therefore it 
was {poke only of their Pofferities, in whom 
this faying was verify’d. And the words ot 
the Text which the Apofle here Quotes 
makes this very plain, for thus it is written 
Gen» XXV+ .23....And the Lord faid unto her 
(Rebekah) Tmo Nations ave in thy Womb, and 
tivo suanner of People fhall. be feparated from ti. 
Bowels , and the one People fhall be ftrenger thar 
the other People; and the Elder fhall ferve the 
Younger. The <Apoftle here likewife Quote: 
another faying from A4al. 15 2, 3. Facobd havi 
I loved, but Efau have I bated, which the 
Prophet {poke not of their Perfons, but of theit 
Pofferities, as he fays, ver. 3,4- J bated Efau, 
and laid iis Mountains and bis Heritage wafte— 
Whereas Edom faith, we will Build— The Lore 

faith, I will throw down, and they foall cali 
them the Border of Wickednefs, andthe PEOPLE 
againft whom the Lord hath Indignation. But 
the Lord will be magnify’d fiom the border oj 





Urael. ver..5. And this was Chiefly in that 
the Adefiah was to Come from Jrael (or Fa- | 
cob) and not from Efax. In which Refpeé | 
Efau was Hated, that is, Rejected in Compa- | 
rifon of “Facob, » +: 


lefted to be the Aforher of the Atepa: 
no other Woman coud fay rey’ And: 
Wrong'd in this, or any Injuftice Pe Was 
Which isthe very Argument the 4 Me nis 
in the mext words, ver. 14, Whar a 
fay then? Is there pe ighveonfae Wi 

God forbid. For he [aith to Mofes T will } : 
Mercy on whom I will have Mercy, ne 


to fhew that allthis was {aid of ska tad " 


Election | have been Speaking of, iof hoojing 
one People befgre,another, to be Nem 
‘People to God, the Apoftle fumms. 4 


"E>; j MS Un, a 
conclude: vis Argument thus, ger, Pini 
hall we {x cen? That che-Gentiles which fap 4 


not. af: ce Keghteoufnefs, have attain die Rj bon 
nels, even the Righssoufuels whichis of Fain 
But drag, which ‘follow'd’. after: the Ldy 
Righteoufne/s, hath not attained to the Lap 

Righteonfne/s. Wherefore? Becaufe they foughy 
ity not by Faith, but as it were by the Works 

the Law. That is, They confiderd not 
Chriff as the End of the Law, and that-all-the 
Law was fulfill’d in Him, and all Pointed 
Him. °But they Pxpeded to be Sav'd by 
Performing the outward Works of the La 

the. Jnftitutions there Eommaitded, withoy 
looking any further to what they did Rents 
feneand’Typify. 

(6) Country-m. From hence it wou’d feet, 
That our Modern Difputes about Faith and 
Works have proceeded upon the like miftake 
of the Apo/tie’s meaning, For he was Dif, 
puting with the Fems, and the Controveriy 
betwixt theni was Faith in Chrijf, and the 
Works of che Law, not what we now Call 
Good Works or a Vertuous Life. Yet we Ap- 
ply to the One, what he {peaks of the Other; 
and fancy he fpeaks to us, and not to the 
Fews; 

Rehearf. You are in the Right. , And the 
true minding of this, woud Correé&t man 
Errors Men have fallen into upon this Head. 
But that isa Subje&t by ic felt. And 1 will 
goon with what we were upon. 

(7-) Ihave given you the Apofle’s Anfwer to that 


Objection of the Fems,as to God’s Calling th: Gentiles | 


Bat now as tothe Rejection ef the fews, the Apolile 
fhews. That they were not all Rejected, for manya 
chem did Embrace the Go/pel, And that Blindnefs had 
in Part only happen’d to J/rael, till ‘the Fulnefs of the 
Gentiles fhou’d come in; and that then all Jrael fowl 
be Sav'ds Chap. xi. 26. And Chap. ix. 6. he tells them, 
That they are not al] Ifrael, which are of Irael. Aad 
that the Promif:s were made to the Heirs of the Faith 
of Abrabam, rather than to the Heirs of his Body; in 
which Senfe, the Believing Geutiles were the Seed af 
Abraham; And in no other Senfe cou’d he be Cad 
the Father of many Nations, and that in his Seed all the 
Nations of the Earth {hou’d be Blef2d, that is, by theit 
Faith ia Christ, who was to Defcend from him, accord- 
ing tothe Fleth. 

(8$.) Country-m. New I fee how the Predeftinarians 
have Perverted the Scriptures, and what the Prophet 
and Apofties {poke of the Predeftinaticn of -Ged-(ie 
words ad Caprum) concerning two People, the Jfraclies 
and the Fdomites, asto the Coming of the Meffiah, chey 
turn to the Perjons of Efau and Facob, and in Relation 
to their Perfomal Salvation or Reprobation, from Abfo- 
lute Decrees, and without Refpett to their doing Good 
or Evil: And from them Deduce the fame Confequence 
asto'all other Men. Whereby they wou’d take us off 
from Trufting to the Promifes made te us in Holy Serip- 
ture, or the Conditions there put towards our Salvation § 
and make us Lean only upon Decrees which we know 
net. And this our Article of Predeftination calls a 
Temptation of the Devil, to Drive us into Dejpair, and 


all Wretcblefnefs of moft unclean Living. And yet they 


Quote this 4rsicle as on their Side ! And Pervert it, as 


And thus all the Women in the World l they do the Scriptures to their own Deftruition. And 


were Hated, that is, Rejeéted,.in Comparifon 
of the Blefled Virgin, who was Chofen or E- 








now I think we have faid enough as to this Point of 
PredeSlination. 


— 





aes ee 
a Pe. 


London Printed and Sold by the Bookfeilers of London and Weltrsingter, 1707. 
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